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Recreation
To experience all the recreational opportunities within the region, visitors would need to plan weeks of action packed days filled with activities.  Guests of the area can do as much or as little as they wish.  The diverse nature, ample river waters, cascading bluffs, historic villages, remarkable architecture and full cultural calendar provide the perfect layout for visitors to map their fun.

Sightseeing
One of the least expensive and relaxing things to do in the region is the often forgotten about country drive.  Visitors can cruise from Alton and wave to the legendary bluff painting of the Piasa Bird on their way to the tiny "town that time forgot" of Elsah.  Heading further up the Meeting of the Great Rivers National Scenic Byway, visitors can explore Grafton and later Kampsville.  Thrilling rocky hillsides and blue waters peek into each window, turning drivers into pilots on top of the world. The migration of winter American Bald Eagles and arrival of the Fall Color Caravan are special sensations adding to the diversity of the experience.  

Folks journey back in time with historic sites including the Lovejoy Monument, Lincoln-Douglas Square, Confederate Cemetery and Memorial, and Underground Railroad stops.  A trip to one of these historic sites is a great way to celebrate and understand the region’s interesting past and the wonderful men and women who shaped its history.  Each stand as important historical bookmarks and make the region the dynamic place it is today.

For those who prefer to let someone else take the wheel, tours can be arranged for individuals, couples or any size group.  A-1 Tours, Antoniette’s Haunted History Tours, Bluff City Tours, J.E. Robinson Tours and the seasonal excursion Grandpa Woo III provide narrated trips of the area. The annual Fall Color Caravan, historic Underground Railroad, eagle adventures and the area’s Haunted History can be toured with reservations. 

Museums and theaters mix learning, fun and entertainment into educational and creative packages.  History lovers can visit the Alton Museum of History and Art for Underground Railroad and Civil War displays, the Wood River Museum and Visitors Center for details about the Lewis and Clark Expedition, and the Armed Forces Museum for past military collections.  Other places keeping the area's history on file are the Bethalto Historical Museum, Pere Marquette Historic Site, Jersey County Historical Museum, Grafton Museum, Shell Oil Museum and the soon to open Great Rivers Museum.
Outdoor Recreation
The area's location at the confluence of three rivers makes it ideal for supporting water sports of all kinds.  Visitors can catch a glimpse of water skiing, jet skiing and sailboats during a daring parasail trip through the sky.  Waverunners and pontoon boats are available for rental.  Boaters can dock and stop for a bite to eat at the Alton Marina, Piasa Harbor and the future Grafton Harbor.
Diving over waves and barreling through waterslides provides an entire day of family excitement at two regional waterparks. Raging Rivers makes their guests dizzy with excitement after they shoot through the speedy “swirl pool” or wind around the “lazy river.”  Wood River’s Aquatic Center also splashes visitors with a good time.  The park is complete with a diving pool, observation deck and designated lap swimming area.

Visitors can take a swing at more than nine area golf courses, including the Spencer T. Olin Course, home of the 1999 USGA Men’s Public Links Championship.  Cloverland Golf Course, Robert Wadlow Municipal Golf Course, Rock Springs Golf Course, Roseland Golf Course and Woodlands Golf Club roll out the green for even the most anxious spring golfers.  Other places for golfers to tour include the Rolling Hills Golf Club in Godfrey, Centennial Public Golf Course in Jerseyville along with the winner of Golf Digest’s “Places to Play-3 Star Award” and the always enjoyable Belk Park Golf Course in Wood River.

Campgrounds, stables, fishing and duck hunting awaits outdoor lovers and their adventurous spirits.  Pere Marquette State Park offers horseback riding, primitive camping as well as sites with electrical hookup.  Fishers become “hooked” on the area’s array of fish.  Catfish, largemouth bass, croppie, buffalo and paddlefish are common to the area’s waters.  Great places to fish are up and down the rivers’ banks, at area lakes and at the region’s parks.  Duck blinds rest on the river, providing shelter for hunters.
Around Town
Shoppers stroll through the sidewalks of Alton’s “Antique Row.”  The historic district attracts new visitors from all around.  They sift through treasures dating back to pioneer and Indian days at more than 50 antique shops. The “Row” is mainly along Broadway, from State to George Street extending one or two blocks in either direction.  For the serious or nostalgic collector, this experience brings back old and creates new memories for all.

After a long day of activities, visitors recharge themselves at the area’s dining establishments and bed and breakfasts.  The region serves up incomparable Italian, Mexican, Chinese, and home-cooked meals with service to make anyone feel like family.  The Third Street Dining District in Alton packs more than ten restaurants and nightspots into its central location.  

The 15 secluded bed and breakfasts of the area revitalize guests with their peaceful and serene settings before they tackle the next day’s agenda. Visitors can awaken to the aroma of fresh baked goods, enjoy spectacular views, stretch out in front of cozy fireplaces and enjoy pampering while being surrounded by the meticulous details and unique surroundings only a bed and breakfast could offer.  
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