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Arts & Culture
African-American Culture
African-American culture runs deep throughout the region, primarily through a connection with the “Alton Route” of the Underground Railroad.  The Alton Museum of History & Art offers one of the most complete and best represented displays of the Underground Railroad.  Actual artifacts can be seen, including photos of the many hideaways, as well as some of the message quilts. 
Native American Culture
At the Alton Museum of History and Art, visitors can view and read the original story of the Wood River Massacre of 1814.  The exhibit tells of the men, women and children who died during a Native American retaliation. The exhibit also includes authentic tombstones from the tragedy, Indian art, pottery, tools and clothing.  

Throughout the region, the Jersey County Museum has an Indian Relic room with beadwork, spears and arrowheads.  An Indian outfit also intrigues visitors.  The Wood River Museum outlines Native American history showcasing arrowheads, pictures and other Indian artifacts.

The Center for American Archeology in Kampsville is devoted to discovering and disseminating the unwritten story of earlier Americans’ life ways, accomplishments and changing natural environments.  Located in one of the world’s most archeologically rich areas in the world, the center is always uncovering past evidence of Indian life in the region.

Orchestras
The Alton Symphony Orchestra offers a strong line of concerts to the area each year.  Sponsored by the Illinois Arts Council, agencies of the State, and Lewis and Clark College, performances include concertmasters from the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra, a symphonic pop and cool jazz feature and children’s concerts.  A complete concert series listing can be obtained by calling (618) 467-2326 or visiting www.altonsymphony.org

Theaters

Alton Little Theater proudly presents love and laugher each season.  The theater has entertained audiences over the past 71 years with both comedy and drama shows.  It is one of the oldest community theaters in the state of Illinois. Ticket subscriptions, single admission and group sales are available.  An updated theater bill for this season can be found at www.altonlittletheater.org.

Art Galleries

The Madison county Arts Council has made Alton its home at the Jacoby Art Center located in Historic Downtown Alton.  Area artists display their works in the expansive gallery.  The center also offers a number of classes for children and adults.  In addition, the Towata Fine Arts Gallery in Alton is another place to visit for special showcases and unique works. 
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